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CONFIDENTIAL. | 


SELECTIONS 


FAOM THE 


| VERNACULAR NEWS PAPERS. 


ue | 


FEBRUARY 9, 1876. 


POLITICAL (GENERAL). 


THE Benares Akhbdr of the 3rd February, writing of Tur- 
kish affairs, says in the course of the article—“ The Sultan is a 
proud and arrogant king, and has always harboured ill-feelings 
against the Christians, and hates them and wishes to keep. 
them as slaves. The Russians up-to this did not interfere as 
they did not wish to offend England and France, but since 
France has become weak and crippled by Prussia, and Eng- 
land thrown aside like a dead fly out of milk, Russia has 
turned her attention again towards Turkey. England always 
fears Russia, and that is the reason why she assists Turkey ; 
but she cannot do so now.’ The Russians are daily assisting — 
: the people of Herzegovina and Bosina, and the Sultan is power- 
less, and his country will certainly be divided between the 
three powers, but at the time of distribution these three powers 
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| v might fall out and have war between them, but Austria will 
a not quarrel. She will be satisfied with what she gets.” 
ie "The Sddik-ul-Akhbdr of the 31st January and other papers 
=~ continue to notice the disturbances in Herzegovina as- being 


| of general political interest. 
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( 56 ) 
The Nyer-i-Azam of the 31st January writes that the 


affairs of Turkey are in a very bad state, and that everything | 


is going wrong there at present, and that the country is in. 
danger. Russia is watching her like a hungry animal after its 
prey like a tiger wishing for food. It is always said that the 
tiger only eats a small part and leaves the greater part 


untouched for others, but the Russian tiger takes good care to 


eat all, and leave none for others to share in. 


The Nyer-i-Azam of the 31st January writes that England 


is at peace with every one; and every other power in Europe 


is surprised how she manages all her affairs in peace, but 
Hindustfn is crying and moaning as an oppressed nation. As 
the Turks in Turkey, the Russians in Russia, the Persians in 
Persia, the Germans in Prussia, and the English in England, 
reign in their country and spend their wealth in their own 
country, the inhabitants of those countries have nothing to 
complain. But it is otherwise in Hindustan. Here the 
Euglish govern. All high appointments are given to their 


countrymen, and the minor ones are given to us natives. But 


why should this be? Before a king every one should be 
treated alike, but a friend says that people must lean towards 
their own countrymen, for this is human nature ; then it is not 
surprising the Queen should do this. If such i is a fact, then 
the assertion of Her Majesty that she considers all han sub- 
jects alike, white or black, is incorrect. ‘The editor considers 
that the Queen is in no way to blame. She considers and 
loves her subjects.as her children. Look at the schools and 
colleges established for our education, and lakhs of rupees are 
spent by her on hospitals and dispensaries for our benefit ; for 
the prevention of small-pox the Vaccination Department has 
been established and sanitary improvements are daily taking 
place. It is true that she recovers large amounts. in the shape of 
tax from her subj ects. People have an erroneous idea that high 
appointments are only reserved for the Europeans ; the Queen 


considers every one alike. Formerly the natives were only ’ 


appointed Principal Sudder Amins and Deputy Collectors, 
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but now thank God the examinations are open to us, and 
natives can compete for high appointments; that several Hin- 
dustainis and Bengalis are now holding bigh appointments, 
therefore the Government is in no way to blame; but this 
must be said, that the claims of the natives have been consi-. 
dered after a very long time. 


CABUL AND CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS. 


The Vaktl-i-Hindustdén of the 5th February writes that 
there is always some new disturbance taking place at Cabul. 
At present the city of Cabul is in a fearful state of excitement 
on account of the arrest of Sard4r Abrahim Khan, the Gover- 
nor of Cabul, and a son of Amir Shere Ali Khan, on suspicion 


of being implicated in the attempt to release Sardar Yakub 
Khan. | 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikanduri of the 7th February writes that 
a rich London merchant who trades largely with Persia has 
written to the Foreign Secretary that the Russians are gain- 
ing great influence in Persia, and that they are slowly turning 
all the Persian trades and commerce towards the Russian 
markets. 


The same paper of the 3lst January writes that the road 
between Peshawar and Cibul, which was closed for some 
time, is now open again, and that travellers are now properly 
protected on their journey. Merchants from Cabul state 
that Yakub Khan is still kept a prisoner. The editor regrets 
to find the affairs of Cabul becoming involved in difficulties 
on account of fainily quarrels. On this side the brothers and 
sons are quarreling amongst themselves, on the other side 


the Russians are gaining ground on them. 


The Rahnumd-i- Hind of the 1st February writes that the 
Amir of Cabul has written to Hyder Khan, the son of Amir 
KhAn, of Bajour, enquiring the reason why the usual presents 
have not been sent; but Hyder Khan hesitates sending any 
presents to the Amir of CAbul, and is consulting the Akhund 
of Swat on the subject. 
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“Phe Anwar-ulcAkhbdr of the 1st Febraary writes that the 
‘Russian army is increasing in Torkistan ; they now number 
pver thirty thousand, and rumours of war are heard every- 


where. The people ef Kokhand are all combining against the 
Russians, 


The Téj-ul-Akhhdr of the 3rd February reports that the 
‘two Vazirs of Satdér Abdul Rahim Khin, who were pri- 
“soners at Cébul, have made their escape. One has made his 
“way to Peshawar and the other to OCandahar: the Amir of 
‘Oabal is reported to be very anxious for their arrest. 


POLITICAL (NATIVE STATES). 


“The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the 3rd February writes that the 
‘reason why ‘the R4jé of Kaduttanao refused to be present 
at Madras at the reception of His Royal Highness the Prince 
-of Wales was, that the position allotted to him was below the 
R4j& of Calicut, and that the Prince of Arcot was also about 
to refuse as he was placed below the Mah4rajé of Travancore, 
‘and he only attended at the earnest solicitations of his friends. 
The Mahfraj& of Cashmir and Jammu was also dissatisfied 
with the arrangements made for him by Government at Cal- 
‘outta, He was also displeased at the Viceroy not visiting him 
@ second time at Calcutta. The same journal says that at 
the investiture of the Star. of India, which was held at 
Calcutta during the Prince of Wales’ visit to that: city, the 
Mahér4jé of Punna’s chair was placed below that of “ Jonaid.” 
The Maharéjé of Punna seeing this left his seat, displeased ; 
- the secretaries apologised aud removed his chair to its proper 
plaee. 


The Saftr-t- Hind of the 31st January says that the new 
Gaekwhr of Baroda and the Mabérini Jumna Baie will be 
allowed three lakhs—a fixed monthly sum—from the Baroda 
State for their expenses, and that this proves that the British 
Government has simply appointed the new Gaekw&r to some 


high office in that state, and conferred on him the title of 
Raja” as a favour. aie 


of that country will be under the impression that the Govern- 


during the Prince of Wales’ visit. 


sidered, and that he be dealt with more leniently. 


( 59 ). 


The Saftr-i- Hind of the 31st January commends the 5 aes 
sent management of the Kotah state. | 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 4th Whcuhey bays, it is rumoured 
that a large army. will be sent to Burmah, and that Colonel 
Duncan, the Resident, has been ordered not to take off his boots 
when going before the king of Burmah. ‘The editor approves 
of this order, and says that the public disapproved of Sir D. 
Forsyth taking off his boots. The army which it is the inten- 
tion of Government to send is to go to China. If this is a 
fact, why all this mystery? Why was it not at once made 
known that an army was about to be sent to China? The 
keeping of such secrets is condemned by the editor. . 


The editor recommends a British army to be sent to Yunan 
vid Bhamo or through Taleefvo. If this is not done, the people 


ment are not able to punish the murderers. Formerly the 
Government were most particular in such matters, but now 
they allow their officials to cringe even to petty chiefs,—for 
instance to the King of Burmah. 


PRINCE OF WALEDB’ VISIT. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 6th February writes that the 
Prince of Wales was much pleased with the army in India 
and praised it highly. The editor says the Indians deserve 
the praise bestowed on them, and that they are just as efficient 
in battle as other soldiers. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbér of the 5th February recommends 
that the police of all the Presidencies should be rewarded 
with a week’s salary for the hard work they have — 


The Oudh Akbdr of the 9th February says that sina 
those who petitioned the Prince of Wales was Mr. R. G. Mel- 
ville. The editor considers that Government treated him 
rather severely, and did not consider his case properly. - The 
Prince of Wales might recommend that his case be recon- 


( 60 ) 
ADMINISTRATIVE (GENERAL). : 

The Nér-i-Afahdn of the 8rd Fehrnary, having read the 
reports of the police of the North-Western Provinces for 


1874-75, is glad to find that crime is daily decreasing in the 
country. oe 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd of the 24th January draws 
attention to the crudlty of carters towards their bullocks, and 
recommend that the drivers should be prosecuted under the 
Penal Code. The police do not seem to take the least notice 
of such things. 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 4th February 
writes that formerly the Governors-General had great authority, 
but that now they have only the name and no authority. The 
office at present is like an Under-Secretaryship’s. A man like 
Lord Dalhousie would never have submitted to the India 
Office. As at present, the Governor-General has simply to 
carry out the orders of the Secretary of State. He has no 
discretion left him. A first-class statesman will never submit 
to this and act like an Under-Secretary ; but a first-class 
statesman is now very scarce in England, and the few that 
are hold to their own opinions, and would never accept the 
office of Viceroy to carry out the orders of the Secretary of 
State. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 3rd February condemns the 
use of the Persian character in the Courts, and recommends 
that the Hindi character be introduced, but the Muhammadans 
are opposing the introduction of the Hindi character with 
all their strength. This is simply done to oppress and trouble 
the Hindus; they still wish to do the same to us now as they 
did when they were the Governors of the country. We can 
only lay our grievances before the Government. 


The same journal says that during the winter, when the 
district officials are out on their tour, they generally go out 
shooting ; men are collected from all the villages, 20 or 30 


( 61 ) 
miles round, by force, by the police, to act as beaters for these 
officials, and after their hard day’s work all that.these poor men 
receive is four and six pice each. The tahsild&r and police 
receive parwanas, and these poor men are sent against their 
will by force. For days they receive nothing—no attention 
is paid to their complaints. They are being neglected and 
ruined ; they are told they will receive presents, but all they 
' get is the six pice. If the tahsildar or the police delay. in 
sending the men, they incur the displeasure of the officials, 
and get either thrashed or dismissed for it. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 1st February writes that in the 

' Police Department of the North-Western Provinces there are 

- some very hard-working and honest officials, who with great 

personal inconvenience and trouble trace out crimes and crimi- 

nals; they do everything most willingly. Therefore the Police 

Department should reward all such officials; that if this was 
done the police would soon become more efiicient. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Urdé Akhbdr of Akola of the 5th February says 
that the employés of the Vaccination Department in the 
Berars are very badly paid and as badly treated. 


! The Luh-i-Mahfdz of the 4th February writes that the 
| Civil Courts of Sahéranpur has now the case of Raghbir 
Singh, the claimant of Landhaura, before it. The editor has 
| heard from reliable authority that the prisoner is the true Raja, 
: 


and that the people of Sahéranpur have no doubt on this 
subject whatever that this injustice has been done at the 
instigation of Nathu Singh, who has the entire management 
of the Landhaura state. Hven those who were assisting the 
true Raj& have been imprisoned, and it is to be seen how the 


+ Civil Court will decide the case. 
| EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS. 
The Panjdb-t-Akhbdr of the 5th February complains of the 


Dharamtolah School, as the masters take no interest or pains 
in teaching the children, There are fifty children on the rolls, 


[= 


but less than half that number only attend the school. The 
_ editor calls upon the Director of Public Instruction of the 
Panjab to look into this matter, and order inquiries to be 
made ; and should proper arrangements be not made at once, 
he recommends that the grant-in-aid of the school be stopped. 


RAILWAY AND POST-OFFICE 


The Akmal-ul- Akhbdér of the 30th January notices, with 
approval, the appointment of a woman as ticket collector at 
the Moradabad railway station for collecting tickets from 
female passengers. 


LORD NORTHBROOK’S RESIGNATION, 
The Tohfa-i-Panjdb of the 4th February, writing of the 
appointment of Lord Lytton, says that India is pleased at the 


selection and is blessed. The people prefer him to the Duke 
of Buckingham. — 


The Almora Akhbdr of the 1st February learns from the 
Times of India that there are very few persons in India who 
will not approve of the administration of Lord Northbrook 
during the time he held the office of Viceroy and Governor- 


General of India. He had the interest of the people of India 


at heart there is no doubt, and therefore every one regrets his 
departure. 
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